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PRESS CONFERENCE FOR “OUR HEALTH, OUR
RESPONSIBILITY” CAMPAIGN INAUGURATION

Mini-report

Name of Presenters:
HE Eng. Saeed Darwazeh, Minister of Health
Dr. Ali Asad, Assistant Secretary General for Primary Health Care
Dr. Bassam Hijjawi, Directorate of Health Promotion and Safety

Date: Tuesday, February 28, 2006
Venue: Kempinski Hotel
Attendees:

Advertising Agencies
Journalists from:

Al-Rai Newspaper / Daily
The Star / Weekly
The Jordan Times / Daily
Ad-Dustour / Daily
Al Hadath /Weekly
Shihan /Monthly
Al-Arab Al-Yawm /Daily
Jordan Television

Jordan Health Communication Partnership Program (JHCP)

Objective: To announce the launching of the “Healthy Lifestyle” campaign and its
components: second hand smoke, physical fitness, nutrition as well as to
announce Jordan’s joining implementation of the Framework Convention
on Tobacco Control (FCTC).

IEC Materials:
PowerPoint Presentation
Public Service Announcements (PSAs)of the television advertisement
featuring HE The Minister of Health Saeed Darwazeh, in addition to the
campaign’s television and radio spots.

Handouts Given During the Presentation:
Press Kits in both the English and Arabic Languages
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Overview of the Event:

HE Eng. Saeed Darwazeh, the Minister of Health, announced the launch of the Healthy
Lifestyle campaign which is aimed to raise awareness regarding second hand smoke as
well as physical fitness in a press conference on February 28, 2006.

The press conference started with the Minister addressing journalists and other members
of the media of the importance of their impact on the epidemiological change Jordan is
facing, as the concerns from communicable diseases are being replaced with the concerns
from non-communicable and lifestyle related diseases.

HE The Minister pointed out that this historic turning point is coming at the time that
cigarette ads have been banned in the Kingdom in addition to the enforcement of having
visual warning messages on cigarette packets to discourage smokers and remind them of
the deadly diseases linked with cigarette smoking as a part of joining and implementing
the FCTC.

The Healthy Lifestyle campaign messages branded by “Our Health, Our Responsibility”
will be promoted all over the kingdom in both the Arabic and English languages through
multimedia channels such as: transit ads, outdoor ads, in movie theaters, television and
radio PSAs in addition to press advertisements and magazines.

HE The Minister further expressed his joy that the Kingdom is to experience such
changes and that, he, as The Minister of Health, plans to implement and follow through
with a plan for the Ministry in collaboration with the local media to promote healthier
lifestyles among Jordanians even after the end of JHCP’s term in the Kingdom.
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Dr. Ali Asad, Assistant Secretary General for Primary Health Care followed with a
PowerPoint Presentation of how the campaign will be promoted throughout the Kingdom,
showing examples. Attendees also viewed for the first time the TV spot featuring the
Minister of Health and his son raising awareness towards the harsh effects of second hand
smoke especially highlighting the health effects of the habit on children and pregnant
women.

Dr. Assd and HE the Minister wrapped up by thanking the media and private sector for
their participation, again emphasizing the media’s importance in the matter of raising
awareness.

Dr. Bassam Hijjawi, Director of Health Promotion and Safety, provided briefly the action
plan with regards to the FCTC which require the visual warning messages on cigarette
packages.

Finally the floor was open to questions, which were all lead by comments complementing
HE The Minister and reassuring the importance of raising health awareness. Ms. Zahia
Annab, the well-known TV professional and JCHP Media Consultant, pointed out, and
all agreed, that Jordan Television (the local television station) should give free airtime for
advertising nationwide awareness campaigns. With this suggestion, The Minister of
Health commented that he would personally speak with the Jordan Television
management to make sure such efforts were put into action starting with the “Our Health,
Our Responsibility” campaign.

HE Saeed
Darwazeh
the Minister
of Health

Dr. Ali Asad
Assistant
Secretary
General for
Primary
Health Care
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Curious for more, the attendees asked if second hand smoke and physical fitness would
be the only topics covered. They were assured of a coming wave of other health topics
based on the health priorities of the National Health Communication Strategy.

Press kits were handed out including resources that would help in promoting the
campaign in addition to the health topics that will be highlighted and other related
information.

“Campaign to promote healthy lifestyle launched”, titled the article published in the
Jordan Times, was one of a total of 4 articles (the others published in major Arabic
language newspapers of the Kingdom) to show support for “Our Health, Our
Responsibility” branding measures towards a health competent Jordan. But that was only
the beginning; weekly features are expected to be published in the Al Ghad and Jordan
Times newspapers to promote different health messages related to this campaign wave.

A cigarette box
on display
carrying a
warning:
“Careful…smokin
g destroys your
health and leads
to death. Ministry
of Health”

Ms. Ghada Abu
Yousef from Ad-
Dustour
addressing a
question
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